
Vanderbilt Data Code Sheet 

 

1.  This data is provided by Joe Uscinski, University of Miami. Contact: 

Uscinski@miami.edu 

 

2.  Please use the following citations when using this data: 

 

Uscinski, Joseph. “When Does the Public’s Issue Agenda Affect the Media’s Issue 

Agenda (and Vice-Versa)?” 2009 Social Science Quarterly Volume 90 (4): 798-815. 

 

3.  The paper published in Social Science Quarterly discussed the intercoder reliability, 

but I am happy to provide more information if needed. 

 

4.   CNN and Fox are included for some of the days when available from Vanderbilt. 

 

5.   The data included is the top two stories for all weekdays when available.  I will note 

that the quarterly distribution of the top two stories has a .9 correlation to a sample of 

stories I took from the entire programs.  In other words, using the top two stories is 

not biased.   

 

6.   The Code Sheet is below; notice that it is slightly different than the original policy 

agendas scheme.  Most importantly, campaign stories are a separate category.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.  Macroeconomics (include stock reports) 

2.  Civil Rights (includes human rights, treatment of prisoners) 

3.  Health Issues (not health care or Medicaid) 

4.  Agriculture  

5.  Labor and Employment  

6.  Education  

7.  Environment  

8.  Energy (includes oil and oil prices) 

10. Transportation (include transportation disasters and airport security) 

12. Law, Crime, (includes trials, reports of crime) 

13. Social welfare (includes healthcare like Medicaid, etc.) 

14. Community Development and Housing  

15. Banking, Finance and Domestic Commerce (includes corporate corruption) 

16. Defense  

17. Space, Science, Technology, and Communications  

18. Foreign Trade  

19. International Affairs  

20. Federal Government Operations (includes non-descript reports of press conferences, 

state of union, - all operations that are non-substantive) 

21. Public Lands and Water Management  

24. State and Local Government Administration  

26. Weather and Natural Disasters  

27. Fires  

28. Culture and Entertainment (includes history)   

30. Death Notices  

31. Campaigns 

32. Family Issues 

33. Immigration Issues (includes border issues) 

34. Religion 

99. Other, Miscellaneous 

 

 


