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Overview of the Data Set 

 

The Veto Threats data contained in this data set were originally collected by Samuel Kernell and   
published by CQ Press as a CD-ROM: Presidential Veto Threats in Statements of Administration 

Policy, 1985-2004. Those data consist of text files of Statements of Administration Policy (SAPs) 

containing an explicit or veiled veto threat directed at one or more provisions of a bill. Prof. Kernell 

has provided the Policy Agendas Project with this data set along with data from 2005-2008 collected 

from the White House and Office of Management and Budget websites. For an overview of SAPs 

and a more detailed statement on the collection procedures see Introduction to Presidential Veto 

Threats in Statements of Administration Policy: 1985-2004. (cd rom) CQ 
 
Press, 2005. All other data in this data set were collected by Jonathan Lewallen for the 

Policy Agendas Project from the Office of Management and Budget website. 

 
 

 

Content Coding 

 

We have coded all veto threats by the policy content of the bills to which they refer, along with 

other critical variables. Where possible, codes pertaining to the bills that received veto threats 

were taken from the Congressional Bills Project. Policy Agendas Project members coded the 

resolutions in this dataset (which are not included in the Congressional Bills Project data). We 

employed 20 major topic and 220 minor topic codes in our policy content coding, and each veto 

threat was assigned one and only one content code. This allows researchers to trace activity on 

a particular topic across the period. The full description of our content categories may be found 

in the major topics codebook at http://www.comparativeagendas.net/us. Information about the 

Congressional Bills Project may be found at http://www.congressionalbills.org/about.html. 
 

Variable Names and Descriptions 

 

id 
 

This column records the unique identifier for each observation. It has no substantive application. 
 

Congress  

This column denotes the Congress that held the hearing. 
 

President 
 

This column lists the name of the president who issued the veto threat. 
 

BillNo 
 

This column records the bill number for which the veto threat was issued. 
 

ThreatDate 



This column indicates the date (YYYYMMDD) on which the veto threat was issued. 

 

Year 
 

This column records the year in which the veto threat was issued. 
 

Month 
 

This column records the month in which the veto threat was issued. 
 

Day  

This column records the day on which the veto threat was issued. 
 

Chamber  

The chamber in which the bill received the veto threat. 1 for the House of Representatives; 2 

for the Senate. 
 

ChamParty  

The column records the party which held a majority of seats in the chamber to which 

the Chamber variable refers; "100" denotes Democrat and "200" denotes Republican. 
 

PresParty 
 

This column records the party of the president who issued the veto threat; "100" 

denotes Democrat and "200" denotes Republican. 
 

Divided 
 

1 if party control of the executive branch and the chamber that received the veto threat 

is divided; 0 for unified control. 
 

Approps  

1 if the bill on which a threat was issued would make appropriations for one or more 

federal agencies, 0 otherwise. 
 

USMajorTopic 
 

This column records the Policy Agendas Project’s major topic code that corresponds to the 

information found in the Description column. The codes and examples for this column are 
found in the Major Topics Codebook on the Policy Agendas Project website. 
 

USSubTopicCode 
 

This column denotes the Policy Agendas Project’s subtopic code that corresponds to the 

information found in the Description column. The codes and examples for this column are found 

in the Major Topics Codebook on the Policy Agendas Project website. 
 

MajorTopic  

This column records the Comparative Agendas Project’s major topic code that corresponds to 

the existing Policy Agendas Project topic code. Please visit the Comparative Agendas Project 

website (www.comparativeagendas.net) for more information. 



 

SubTopicCode  

This column records the Comparative Agendas Project’s subtopic topic code that corresponds 

to the existing Policy Agendas Project topic code. Please visit the Comparative Agendas Project 

website (www.comparativeagendas.net) for more information. 
 

Description  

This column contains the official title of the bill that received the veto threat. 


